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So let’s start with a question…and I am hoping to hear both sides 
Is it OK to judge? 
Is there a difference when it comes to people verses say actions? 
In other words, are we not even to judge or DISCERN things like sin? 
 
Let’s start by looking at a few passages just to confuse the matter… 

• Exodus 18:13-34 

• Romans 14:3-4, 10 

• I Cor. 5:12-13 

• James 4:11-12 
 
Now our text for this morning… 

• Matthew 7:1-6 

• Matthew 7:1-2 
 
Lev. 19:15 ‘You shall do no injustice in judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor nor defer to the great, but you are 
to judge your neighbor fairly. 
What is the heart of the judging here for? What is the intent? 
Apparently, Jesus’ saying is related to a well-known rabbinic dictum: "Judge every person in favorable terms" 
(Mishnah, Avot 1:6). 
This is an interpretation of Leviticus 19:15 
According to Israel's ancient sages, if one wants to be entirely fair in judging one's neighbors, one should give them the 
benefit of the doubt, that is, "judge them favorably." 
 
In the Talmud it is stated, "He who judges his neighbor favorably will be judged favorably by God" (Babylonian 
Talmud, Shabbat 127a). 
 
The application of this idea is made elegantly clear in a story from that Talmudic tractate: 

A certain man from Upper Galilee was employed by an individual in the South for three years. On 
the eve of the Day of Atonement he said to him, "Give me my wages that I may go and support 
my wife and children." "I have no money," he answered. "Then give me produce," he demanded. 
"I have none," he replied. So he said, "Well then, give me land." And he said, "I have none!" So he 
exclaimed, "Then give me some cattle!" - "I have none!" So he slung his things behind him and 
went home with a sorrowful heart. After the Festival his employer brought all of his wages 
together with three donkeys loaded with food and gifts to his house. After they had eaten, he gave 
him his wages. He said to him, "When you asked me, 'Give me my wages,' and I answered you, 'I 
have no money,' of what did you suspect me?" "I thought you had seen a good bargain and used all 
your cash to buy it." "And when I said I had no produce, of what did you suspect me?" "I thought 
perhaps they were not tithed." "And when I said I had no land, of what did you suspect me?" "I 
thought perhaps it is leased to others." "And when I said I had no cattle, of what did you suspect 
me?" "I thought, perhaps he has sanctified all his property to Heaven." "By the Temple service, it 
was just so! I had rashly vowed all my property because of my son Hyrcanus, who would not 
study Torah. But when I saw my companions at the Feast, they absolved me of my vows. As for 
you, just as you have judged me favorably, so may the Omnipresent judge you favorably!" 
(Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 127b). 

 
What is the basic idea here? 
If you give mercy, it will return to you 
If you judge harshly, you will receive the same 
 



• Luke 6:36-38 
6 key phrases here: What are they? 

1. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
2. Do not judge, and you will not be judged.. 
3. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.. 
4. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.. 
5. Give, and it will be given to you.. 
6. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 

 
Do you remember what a Hebrew parallel or parallelism is in Hebraic writing? What is it? 
If Jesus is using parallelism to an extreme here, what is His thought? What is key to Him? 
Be merciful in how you assess others 
Judge favorably…give people the benefit of the doubt 
"Judging favorably" was said to rank with visiting the sick, devotion in prayer, and educating sons in the scriptures, 
which are all things that are rewarded in this life, but far more greatly rewarded in the world to come (Babylonian 
Talmud, Shabbat 127a). 
 
When one did not receive an invitation to a wedding, they would say, "Perhaps the person was under the impression that 
he had already sent an invitation," or, "Perhaps they could not afford to invite many people." 
 
Rabbi Hillel, one of the 2 main Rabbi’s before Jesus’ day, recorded in the Talmud, said it this way: 
“A pagan came before Shammai and said to him, ‘Make me a proselyte (meaning I will convert), but on the condition 
that you teach me the entire Torah while I am standing on one foot.’ Shammai drove him off with the builders 
measuring rod which he had in his hand. When he appeared before Hillel (for an explanation as to why he was treated 
so poorly) Hillel told him, ‘What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbor. That is the whole Torah. The rest is 
commentary. Go and learn it.” (Shabbat 31a) 
 
In essentially every situation, you have the option to give the person the benefit of the doubt, or to judge harshly 
Why is this attitude important? What would being like this breed in us? 
If we practice being merciful in judging others, we will become kinder and more patient, and our attitudes towards 
others will become more loving as we assume the best, rather than the worst, about them 
 
Do you see any link in this with the concept of the “Golden Rule” of Loving Your Neighbor?” 
Go extra mile, don’t compete (i.e. resist an evil one), don’t call someone a fool (act without full knowledge) 
Also, rabbis understood the commandment not as saying, "love your neighbor as much as you love yourself," but as, 
"love your neighbor who is one like yourself” 
Why is that distinction important? What does this mean then? 
They are like you in both your GOOD and your BAD traits 
 

• Leviticus 19:15, 18 
 
 
“Judge not…” simply cannot mean we are not to ever make a judgment or discernment 
In fact, look at the verses in between the verses we read in Leviticus 

• Leviticus 19:17-18 
What does it take to be able to “rebuke a brother?” 
Judgment/discernment 

• Luke 17:3-4 
 
So if we look at judging as in judging PEOPLE, not their actions, what types of attitudes go along with these? Why? 
Critical = looking for the worst 
Gossip = looking for worst 
Cynical = looking for the worst 
Anger = tendency to see the wrong 
 
GOAL is to JUDGE FAVORABLY 
Hillel said... "Don't judge a friend until you reach his place." (Pirkei Avos 2:5) 



 
 
 
Now/ let’s read on 

• Matthew 7:3-5 
So with the concept in mind, what does this mean? 
Verse 3 – “look” – implies careful inspection 
We would call it a critical eye 
Again, if you are “LIKE” your neighbor, you will be so much more compassionate 
Asking Craig about why my cousin who just passed away would start drinking again even though life was terific 
By the way, does it say we are not to take the speck out of one another’s eyes? 
No…just can’t do it with a log in your own 
 
 

• Matthew 7:6 
So why is this here? 
What does this verse assume? 
That we will be able to discern a listening ear from a pig 
Remember the passage in I Corinthians where Paul commands us to judge one another, not outsiders? 
And remember in Leviticus where we are to know one another well enough and love each other enough to be able to 
fairly and lovingly rebuke each other? 
And yet if you take these purls of wisdom to a pagan, an outsiders if you will, who has nothing to do with God or the 
things of God, he/she will not value what you have to say 
You are literally casting the mind and heart of God before a pig 
Dog = literally a derogatory term for a Gentile = meaning someone having nothing to do with God 
Only Gentiles kept pigs 
 
 
September 04, 2005 

Was New Orleans Punished for Its Sinfulness? 

Someone sent me this paragraph (anonymously authored), which seems to be circulating on the Web: 
"Hurricane Katrina is America's tsunami though you might not know that unless you're watching Fox News. What you 
won't hear anywhere is that this week New Orleans was to observe Southern Decadence Day with 100,000 homosexuals 
gathering there to commit unspeakable acts in public. Previous events were photographed and sent to the mayor and 
police officials but they did not care. They had their own lust: The $100,000,000 the event brings in."  
Without investigating the accuracy of the above information, let's think about how Jesus would have responded to the 
damage and loss of life wrought by Katrina. He no doubt would have said, "Do you think these people in New Orleans 
were worse sinners than all the rest? No, and unless you repent you will also perish" (compare Luke 13:1-5). In other 
words, this disaster (and all others) should serve to remind us that we need to urgently and seriously examine our own 
lives! Certainly we should pray for and offer immediate aid to those whom tragedy has struck, but we shouldn't be 
searching for sinful behavior in the lives of those who have been stricken. Rather, we should quickly do an instrument 
check on our own lives. The tragedy of others is a personal wake-up call from the Lord, a loving reminder to look to 
ourselves, to get on our knees before Him and do some heart-searching, or soul-searching. According to Jesus, our first 
response shouldn't be, "What awful sinners those people must have been!" or "Those people should have repented and 
averted disaster," but rather, "Wait a minute, let me see, have I sinned against, or am I sinning against, God or a friend 
or neighbor, and have I deeply repented and asked for forgiveness?" 
In short, were the citizens of New Orleans more sinful than you or I? Our answer should be a resounding "NO!" To save 
ourselves spiritually, we must stop speculating on the spiritual condition of others and tend to our own spiritual 
business. We urgently need to get ready to meet the Lord, who may return at any moment. We must be "repented up" at 
all times! Rabbi Eliezer [a Jewish sage who was active in the last half of the first century A.D.] said: "Repent one day 
before your death." His disciples asked him: "But can a man know on what day he will die?" He said: "All the more 
reason for him to repent today; perhaps he will die tomorrow. It follows that a man should repent every day. Thus in his 
wisdom Solomon said: ‘Let your garments always be white, and never let your head be without ointment’ [Ecclesiastes 

9:8]." Posted by David Bivin at September 4, 2005 09:14 AM  
 

• Ez. 16:46-50 as illustration – This is our log! 
 


